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works of their lunatic prophet, Bakunin, who desired "the
reign of Anti-Christ, and the unchaining of all evil pas-
sions/' and seen something of Anarchism at work, I am
inclined to agree with him; at least they should be kept
under close supervision, I would add that the distinc-
tion between Anarchists and Communists in Spain is
largely academic. During the course of the war they
have quarrelled between themselves, but at its outset
they were united in common desire for murder and
plunder.                                                                        i

Small wonder that the Republicans, driven to bay in
Madrid, should have turned at last on the people who
were the cause of all the suffering in Spain. Unfortunately
the chief conspirators have all escaped, and are now doubt-
less ready to pursue their activities elsewhere, "helping
democracy " wherever it is blind enough to give them hos-
pitality.

I did not look for atrocities while I was in Spain; but it
was impossible to avoid seeing the trail of Red terror and
destruction. Distasteful as the subject is, it must be men-
tioned here, for it was the sight of a lorry-load of captive
Communists at Antequera, on the way to Malaga, that
determined me to write this book.

At Antequera, in the mountains behind Malaga, Com-
munists murdered seventy-eight persons between July i8th
and August rath, 1936. Some of them had been soaked
in petrol and set alight, others mutilated and violated.
"What will you do to these people?" 1 asked a garage-
keeper, indicating the Communists in the lorry.
"Nothing/5 was the answer. "They are mostly half-
wits, and have been acquitted of the crimes which were
committed here. They will soon settle down." But would
they? I wondered, Rarely have I seen assembled so
many cowardly, ugly, and vicious faces.

If there were not brave men and good men fighting on